
From the Commodore 

 

PYC Tier 2 Closure, 4th December 2020 

 

Dear Members, 

You may remember the letter that I sent to you in June when I said we are living through extraordinary times and, 
that for the first time in its 56-year history the Club has been forced to close its doors to members for months with 
no alternative options available. 

We just didn’t foresee at that time that we would be forced into another similar downhearted situation. 

You will be aware by the time you read this that the county of West Sussex has now been placed into tier 2 
restrictions from 3rd December, our anticipated opening date for the Pagham Yacht Club from tier 1 should have 
been 2nd December. 

Here are the rules in tier 2 that now affect us: 

Under the new system, although hospitality venues will be allowed to stay open until 11pm, with last orders at 
10pm – only those that serve substantial meals can operate. It means pubs and bars that do not will have to close. 

Regrettably, whilst we have a much-improved Galley that has been used to produce some fabulous meals, we are 
not in a position to open up just to sell meals which, I’m sure some of you are saying would allow us to open the Bar 
for you to join us and sell you the accompanying alcohol. More importantly, please be aware that it would not 
permit us to open up on a regular basis as we do not employ staff and thankfully, we do not store any quantities of 
food needed with a proper system of bookings to ensure it was worthwhile to open up to make any profit.  

We are a Sailing Club. Anything other than an occasional supper/food social event with the numbers limited by 
whatever tier we find ourselves cannot be considered at this moment. More importantly, we have learnt from the 
very first shutdown to limit any quantities of cask beers that we have and which then needed to be disposed of so, 
our Bar is in the very safe hands of our Bar Manager Andrea and will remain so. 

I am told that the Government will review the tier system every two weeks from now and I am hopeful that the 
region we find ourselves in will be viewed more positively when we are approaching Christmas time. Let’s hope that 
this will come to pass. 

Do keep an eye on the main blog as we will let you know in there what is planned. 

Do keep safe and, from myself and the Management Committee, we all look forward to seeing you joining us in the 
Club very soon. 

Paul Palmer 

Commodore@paghamyachtclub.com 
On behalf of the Management Committee 
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